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Present—

His Excellency Sir Grorer Grey, K.C.B.,
Governor.in-Chief.

His Excellency Epwazrp Jorn Evre, Lieut.-
Governor,

The Hon. Lieut.- Colonel M ‘Cleverty, Senior
Military Officer.

The Hon. Alfred Domett, Colonial Secretary.

The Hon.W. Henry Petre, Colonial Treasurer.

“The following gentlemen having taken the
prescribed oath, took their seats ;:—

The Hon. D). Wakefield, Attorney.General.

» » Francis Dillon Bell.

» » W.M. Bannatype,

» s Wm. Hickson.

» s Geo. Huater,

s s A.Ludlam.

» 1 Geo. Moore. \

The Rev. R. Cole being in attendance
read prayers,

TheGoverNon-1n-Crinr then opened the
session by reading the TolToWiug-;Kd%i‘esn—.

GENTLEMEN or THE LEecistamive Councir,

It is with feelings of very great satisfaction
that I discharge the duty of opening the pro-
ceedings of the first Legislative body which
has ever assembled in the Southern portion
of New Zealand, and that I now, for the first
time, see the Government placed in possession
of the legitimate means of making known to
the public the reasons for the varioys mea-
sures it may adopt, and of thereby gaining
that confidence which I feel satisfied an accu-
rate knowledge of its intentiona apd Views
will always obtain for it,

These feelings of satisfaction are heighten-
¢d by my now having-itin my power to en-
sure to the inhabitants of-the South of New
Zealand a share in the general legislation of
the whole of these extensive Islands, by call-
ing to the General Legislature a portion of
the members of the several Provincial Legis-
lative Councils, and by, for the present, as-
sembling the General Legislative Council al-
ternately in -the Northern and Soathern por-

tions of New Zealand; two measures which
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shallreceivemy early attention, inthe full belief
that they will confer very important advanta-
ges upon the Southern settlements, and will
contribute greatly to the advancement of the
“whole of New Zealand, whilst the increased
number and the more varied experience of
those persons, upon whose wisdom and advice
I shall Lave torely in framing laws for the
general Government of New Zealand, will
give me greater confidence in the vario‘qqrni‘q&ih
sures I may adopt, and will, I trust, in a great
degree remove the difficulties I unwoidahly
labour under, from my necessarily imperfect
acquaintance with the local requirements of
so many distant and scattered settlements,
and from my consequent inability to judge of

- the several degrees of influaence which Iocal
causes should be allowed to exercise in modi-
fying those laws which are to be put in force
throughout: the whole territory,

“The circamstance of my being aided in the
General Council by the advice and knowledge
of so many gentlemen from the various por=
tions of New Zealand, will also enable me
with greater confidence to propose and carry
oat any changes in the Constitution er powers
of the Provincial Legislative Councils, which
time and experience may point out as neces-
sary; aid’ the same circumstance will ulti-
mately afford: me the greatest assistance inin-
troducing into this country a complete sys-
tem of Representative Government, a measure
which I anxiously desire to see accomphshed
and the removal of the difficulties in the way
of which has always been to me an object of
the:greatest'solicitude.

From what 1 have already stated, you will
have-gesn that the duties which will ‘devolve
on-this- Conneil- are- of the" most: important
kind, being the ¥ntire conduct of all subjects
of. leglslanon connected. with local affairs and
the comrof of the Provincial Revenue—a fair
share in"fhé “general legislation of the whole
of the New Zealand Islands—the removal of
the difficulties which stand in the way of an
inimediate introduction of a complete Repre-
sentative Government—and ultimately the
supervision of all the details of such a mea-
sure, and its adaptation to the peculiar cir-
cumstances of each Province.—These are
duties which ‘are in part unusual, springing
from causes peculiar to New Zealand and a
Tight discharge. of which forms an object of
legmumte ambition for every intelligent mind,
and will certainly, if.well performed, establish
4 Just claim upon the lasting gratuude of the
inhabitants. of these Islands.

Y86 ot propose to make any rematk@
upon the subject of the local affairs of. this
Provinee, as this duty devolves more properly

© upoen. the: Llentenant-Governor, who will,
uppn: a future occasion, propose for your.con-
sideration all such measures connected. with
these, ds may appear to his Excellency to be
calculated to promote the welfare of the Pro-
unce, or to advance its interests; - but uppn

the subject of the administration of the pro. "
vincial revenue, I must make a few remarks,
as this is a point connected with the general
finances of the country, and in which the wel-
fare of the whole islands is involved.

I would remind you therefore, that the fact of
the colony being able to defray the expenses
of its internal Government from its own re-
sources, is a necessary preliminary to the in-
troduction of a complete representative form
of government; the strongesi inducement is
thus afforded you to watch with the utmost
vigilance the mode in which the revenue is
appropriated in order to obtain at the earliest
possible period for the European inhabitants
of New Zealand that form of government
which they appear so earnestly to desire,
But apart from these considerations you will
find that an orderly regulation of the finances
of your adopted country, and a frugal expen-
diture of the public resources in this the ear-
ly stage of the colony will do more to {esta-
blisk its present prosperity and to promote its
futare welfare, than any other measure which
you can adopt, whilst upon the other hand to
plunge the colony into financial embarrass-
ments at this early period of its history, or to
create a large. and unnecessarily expensive
Government establishment, would entail-upon
New Zealand misfortunes which many years
of the most careful administration of public
affairs might not be able hereafter to re-
move.

There appears no reason to doubt that,
under & prudent system of management, this
Province may shottly be able, from its own
income, to defray.the whole of its legitimate
civil expenditure. Its revenue is already
considerable, and.by. slight medificatienssin

-the mode of collecting it, is capable of consi-

derahle: improve In about. two years
from the preﬁ%ﬂt lines of road
nov’ in progress will be completed, and the
town of Wellington will then be connected,
by easy lines of communication, with immense

tracts of fertile country, whick will, I trust,

“be shortly in a great measure the property of

the Crown ; and which will then be fully laid
open to the industry and energy.of the set-
tlers. These causes, taken in conjunction

with the measures which I am about to_pro-
pose for your. ado]guon, ought to render the
progress of this portion of New Zealand very
rapld and to cause & cqm{m‘uad,aggmentauon
of its revenue.

‘It would also seem probable that the reve-
nue of the Nelson district-will rapfdly atg-
ment, as its inhabitants ar¥" now reaping the
due reward of ‘their industry and energy in
the state of prosperity to which they are at-
taining ; whilst the rapid increase of their
flocks and herds since the acquisition of - the
Wairau district must speedily ensure them a
large export of very valuable commodities,

Having thus before you upon every side
the prospect of -an increasing revenue, whilse



no corresponding aughientation is necessary
in-the’ Government expenditure, and bearing.
in mind that the aid this Province has hitherto
received from . the Parliamentary Grant has
been chiefly devoted to great public works,
and will for the future be almost exclusively
devoted to that purpose, there can be no
doubt-that, under an economical administra-
tion of its finances, it will shortly be able to
provide the means of defraying the entire cost
of its civil Government, thus relieving Great
Britain from all charges which are not con-
nected with the Naval or Military expendi-
ture.

There are two points connected with that
portion of your duties, which relates to suhjects

of general interest for the whole Islands, which

I am anxious to bring under your notice, viz.,
—The subject of Steam Communication be-
tween the'various settlements, and the sub-
ject of a loan for the purpose of promoting
Emigration.

Upon the first of the above pojats I would
offer the.following obsery, '93 gg

. sidéi’ﬁﬁdﬁff”?o’if’?rz ﬁr%%

sers of land in the Nelson settlement have set
apart a fund for the purpose of promoting
Steam Navigationin Cook's Straits, which now
amounts, I believe, with' interest, to nearly
fourteen thousand pounds. ~ An essefitial part
of the plan I propese for your consideration
is, that the Nelson settlers' should expend this
sum in bringing out emigrants to Nelson in
such proportion in each year, and under such
system as, after due consideration, they may

think most likely to promote the interests of

that settlement.

- The. subject of communieation by steam,
which appears to be one of general interest
rather than peculiar to ‘'ohe settlement, might

‘then be taken up by the Gov.em%?mﬁih. L
several provinces::-ta promote such a.plan, I

would, upon behalf of the general Govern-
ment; give up the Government Brig, and an

ennual ‘sum of about eighteen hundred pounds’
the yearly cost of that vessel. If to this’

amount the: Legislature of each  Province
wonld add: the reqaisite’ proportionste annual
vete, a considerable sum would be available-ini
each year for the purposes of Steam Naviga-
tion-;- and:as the whole memagement of the-
Post Office is now in the hands of the Local
Government, I think, with the amount of about
£5000 yearly at its disposal, it might easily
contract for the delivery at, and carriage of
mails between, the principal settlements in
New Zealand by steamers of a sufficient ton-

nage ;. the proprietors of the steamers being.

allowed to make sich arrangements regarding
the conveyance of passengers and goods as
they might consider most advantageous for
their own interasts.

I.earnestly recommend the consideration of
this mgesure to- your atfention; as one which
is calculated in no ordinary degree to pro-

§.gL.your, con- "
that the purcha~ -
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mote the prosperity of every portion of these
Islands. '

The second measure of general interest I
have to recommend for your consideration is,
the subject of a loan for the purposes of im-
migration. '

One of the great wants always experienced
in’a new settlement is that of some safe mode
of investment for funds which are in the hands
of the trustees of savings banks, of benefit
societies, and of other similar associations.
I think, therefore, that a great benefit
might be conferred upon the public, and
that a great advantage might be secured
to the colony, by the Government being au-
thorized by law, to sell, at par, debentures in
sums of not less than fifty pounds each, bear-
ing interest at five per cent., for a total amount
of twenty-thousand pounds, the whole amount
realized by the sale of such debentures to be
immediately expended in bringing out immi-
grants to this country. o

It would be necessary to make the interest
payable on - these debentures a first charge
upon that portion-of -the-revenne: 6f ‘the co-
lony which is under the control of this Coun-
cil, and to secure their ultimate repayment
from the same source. It would also be re-
quisite to authorize the Government to sell
tbese debentures from time to time, as they
might be applied for at the Colonial Trea-
sury, as it is probable that a considerable pe-
riod might elapse before the debentures for
the whole amount coald be disposed of,

The Council would further have to deter~
mine some date before which it would not be
in the power-of the Government to call these
debentures in, It is, however, sufficient for
me to indicate the general plan which I re-
commend for the consideration of the Coun-
cil; Tekrvtgrdeses-yaurselves, if you are favor-
able to the measure, TP sousTaTtoR~with-
the persons best qualified to give advice on
such subjects, to modify the details in such
manner as you may. judge most expedient.

In reference to that portion of your duties
which relates to the removal of the difficulties
which stand in the way of an immediate in-
troduction of a*representative governmentinto
the New Zealand Islands, I should inform’

- you that I have proposed for Her Majesty’s

Government the plan of & complete system of
representative government, which might, I
think, .if no wholly unforeseen difficulties oe-

* cuzy be introduced into the whole of New Zeaw -

land in a period of about four years from the
present time. If this plan should be approv-
ed by Her Majesty!s advisors,-I-shall-have-to

rely- upon the' wisdom of the’ Liegislative :
Council of each Province for' the adaptation”
of the details of the plan to- their particular
district. In the:mean time I ‘trust that they-
widl by ‘their regularity,: order, and diligence -
in the despatch of business, give an exampls -

- worthy of the imitation of all future legisla-
| tive bodies in New Zealand, T relyalso upon’



their taking care to place the finances of each
Province upon so sound and perfect a basis,
that when a representative form of government
is introduced, there may be every probability
of such institutions working well from the sa-

tisfactory state of the finances, and from the -

order and regularity with which public affairs
are admjnistered in every department, at the
time that the new Constitution is brought into
operation,

In conclusion, I would congratalate your-
selves and the inhabitants of this Province

generally, both European and Native, upon

the degree of prosperity and tranquillity to
which, under the blessing of Divise Provi-

dence, this colony has attained. Every cause .

of dispute between the two races, both in the
Middle Island and in the vicinity of Welling-
ton, has now been removed, and such ques-
tions as are still outstanding in the Province
of New Munster are being daily satisfactorily
.adjusted, whilst the Native race are making
.advances in civilization yhich surpass the ex-
pectations of their most sanguine friends,
Probably no surer proof could be afforded
of the real prosperity of this portion of the
Province of New Munster than the rapidity
with which its inhabitants have recovered
from the effects of the recent earthquakes,
from which at one time it appeared so proba-
ble that very calamitous results might follow.
The settlers, in this instance, have exhibited
their usual energy and perseverance, and I
have done my utmost to second this by caus-
ing a circular letter to be addressed to the
Governors of the neighbouring colonies, ex-
plaining the exact nature of the injuries sos-
tained from the earthquakes, and requesting
‘them to make public in their several Govern-
ments the fact that poblic confidence is.en-
tirely restored, as also that commercial and
other operations have, for some time past,

been resumed and carried on with their usual -

agtivity,
1 cannot allude to the great degree of pros-
petity and tranquillity which prevail througbout
.80 large an extent of country, in portions of
.which Europeans are scattered amongst such
various tribes, without acknowledging that
this fact is greatly to be attributed to th® ex-
ertions and prudence of the various Military
and Civil authorities in this Proviace, the va-
lue of whose services have long been known,
and whose ‘merits I am glad to have this op-
portunity of again publicly recording, I am
syre that you will feel it to be both a duty
and a pleasure, in so far as.it depends upon
you, to alford them every assistance and en-
_ couragement in the performance of their du«
ties; _in your proceedings to promote these ob-
jects, as in all your efforts to promote the
welfare of the Province, you may rely upon
_receiving at all times my earnest and hearty
co-operation. G. Grey.
. Legislative Council Chamber,
+Wellington, 21st December, 1848,
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On the motion of Mr. Bannatyne it was
ordered that his Excellency’s address to the
Council, be printed.

The GoverNor-1N-CHiEF gave notice that,
on Friday next, he should propose a seriés of
standing orders for the adoption of the
Council.

Mr. BeLL gave notice that, on Friday
next, he should move—

That this Council do address His Excellency
the Governor-in-Chief, requesting that His Ex-
cellency will be pleased to_afford such_further
information to t{:e Council on the subject_ of
the introduction hereafter of a Representative
form of Government into this Province, as will
put the Council fully in possession of His Ex-
cellency’s views, and of the plan which it is
His Excellency’s intention to lay before Her
Majesty’s Government,

The Council adjourned at half-past four
o’clock, until three o’clock on Friday, the
22nd instant, . .

Faipay, Drcmeer 22, 1848.
Present—

His Excellency the Governor-in-Chief.

His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor,
and all the Members.

The Council met pursuantto adjournment.

The Minutes of the last meeting read an
confirmed. :

The GoverNor-IN-CHIEF moved the or-
der of the day for the consideration in Coun-
cil of a series of standing orders.

"The nine first rules considered and adop-
ted, when .

Mr. Berr moved the order of the day ac-
cording to notice, -

That this Council do address. His Excellency

" the Governor-in-Chigf, requesting that His Ex.

cellency will be pleased to afford such further in-

formation to%mbject of the in-
troduction hereafter of a ntative form of
Government into this Province, as will nut the
Council fully in possession of His Excellency’s
views, and of the plan which it is His Excellency’s
intention to lay before Her Majesty’'s Govern-
ment.

Motion seconded by Mr. Moore.

On the motion of Mr. Bell the following
Address was presented to the Governor-in-
Chief :— :

To His Excellency Sir GeEoree Grry,
KX.C.B., &c., &c.

S1r,— The Legislative Council of the Pro-
vince of New Munster, while they acknowledge
the clear and comprehensive character of the
speech with which your Excellency opened
the present session, desire nevertheless to
address your ‘Excellency, requesting that you
will be pleased to afford such further infor-
mation to the Council on the subject of the
introduction of a Representative .form of Go-
vernment into this Province, ag'may put them
fully in possession of your Excellency’s views,
and of the plan which-it is your intention to
submit to her Majesty’s Government.
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Had not Parliament conferred a Constitu-
tion upon the colony, and had that Constitu-
tion not been subsequently suspended at your
Excellency’s sole and urgent instance, the
Council might perhaps have been satisfied
with the general allusions to your intentions
on this point contained in your Excellency’s
address on the opening of Council. But ha-
ving regard to all that has passed in Parlia-
ment and elsewhere on the subject of introdu-
cing Representative Institations into the
whole colony, and especially. to the probable
large increase of the population of this Pro-
vince at an early period by the foundation of
important settlements, the Council would sub-
mit to your Excellency, that in their opinion
the Government would best consult the inte-
rests and feelings of the whole community,
and most efficiently conduce to extensive im-
migration fato the colony, by at once decla-
ring as distinctly as possible in detail both the
character and composition of the Representa-
tive Government, which your Excellency sta-
ted in generhl terms you shotld recommend
for adoption by her Majesty’s Government,
and also whether your Excellency has it in
contemplation to take any steps in conjunc-
tion with the Executive Council to secure that
adoption at the earliest possible period.

The Council are unwilling to trouble your
Excellency here with an enumeration of all the
points on which they wish for information. But
they submit that the questions which they more
especially hope to receive an assurance upon
are—First, the period within which the re-
presentative form of Government which your
Excellency proposes shall certainly be intro-
duced into this Province. Secondly, the
principle upon which you propose that the

elective franchise shall be basieé:_ f"AP%
thirdly, the poyer .and Tomstitition of suc
repregemﬁ‘ilve assemblies as will be created.
Relying, indeed, with confidence on your
Excellency’s consenting to afford the detailed
information which they ask, the Council
would resyectfully request yon to acquaint
them, .at the earliest opportunity, with the
purport of the trecommendations which your

Excellency may have addressed to her Ma-

jesty’s Government on the subject.
Council Chamber, Wellington,
December 22, 1848.

Address read and received.

The Council resumed the consideration of
the standing orders, and adopted the rules,
from ten to thirty-three inclusive.

Further consideration postponed.

The Council adjourned at half-past four
o’clock until three o’clock on Saturday the
23rd instant,

SaTurpAY, DEcEMBER 23, 1848.
S Present—
His Excellency the Governor-in-Chief.
His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor,
and all the Members,
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The Council met pursuant to adjournment.

The minutes of the last meeting read and
confirmed.

The following Reply of his Excellency the
Governor-in-Chief to the Address of the
Legislative Council of New Munster pre-
sented on Friday the 22nd instant, was then
delivered :—

I feel much pleasure in complying with
the wishes of the Legislative Council, as ex-
pressed in their address of the 22nd inst., by
informing them, .

1. That I have reported it to Her Majes-
ty’s Government, as my opinion, that a com-
plete system of representative government, of
the form aftermentioned, may with safetyl&
introduced into the whole of the New Zealand
Islands, at the date when the act suspending
the Constitution recently conferred upon these
Islands expires. :

2. That I have recommended that, at that
date, a general assembly should be constituted
for-the whole Islandsy- consisting of a Iegisla-
tive council composed of persons summoned
thereto by Her Majesty ; and of an assembly
to be composed of representatives, returned by -
the several provinces into which New Zealand
may be divided, in such proportions as the
European population of each province may
bear to the European population of the whole
Islands, in so nearly as these several amounts
of population can be ascertained.

3. That I have further recommended that
a legislative council, consisting of one cham-
ber, should be. constituted in each province
into which New Zealand may be divided, to
be composed of persons summoned thereto by
Her Majesty, and of representatives elected

thereto~by-the-slgctors of the province ; in

which chamber the

" a seat,

4, That I have recommended that the Ge-
neral Assembly for the New Zealand Islands
should possess in full the ample powers of
legislation which are wsually conferred upon
such assemblies ; and that I have further re-
commended that the provincial legislative
councils should have (until any alteration on
that subject should be made by the General
Assembly) the same powers of legislation as
are conferred on the provincial legislative
councils, by the ordinance which provides for
the establishment of provincial legislative
councils in the colony of New Zealand,

5. That 1 have recommiended that those
districts which desife-to-have municipal cor-
porations, should have such institutions be-
stowed upon them; but that the possession
of the advantage of 'a provincial legislative
council should in no way be made de-
pendent upon a district accepting a muni-
cipal corporation, or mot: on the contrary,
I have recommended that the representa-
tives should be returned by direet election,
both to the General Assembly and to the
Provincial Legislative Councils.

s

A
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6. That I have recommended that the right
of voting dt elections should be exercised by
such European subjects of Her Majesty, as
have eithér a small estate of freehold in pos-
session, in lands or tenements situated within
the distict for which such vote is to be given,
or are householders within such distriet, occu-
pying a dwelling of 2 small annual valae ;
and that I have further recommended that
the right of voting at such elections shonld be
exercised by such Native subjects of the
Queen as are possessed of property, in Go-
vernment securities, in vessels, orintenements,
within such district for which such vote ‘is to
be given, of the clear value of two hundred
pounds, or who may be authorised to exercise
such vote by a certificate granted to them for
that purpose by the Governor-in-Chief.

7. In reference to that portion of the ad-
dress of the Council, in which they request me
to state whether I have it in contemplation to
take any immediate steps in conjunction with
the Council, to secure the adoption, at the
earliest possible period, of the measures which
I propese,—I have to state that I shall be

- glad, in conjunetion with this Council, to re-
quest Her Majesty’s advisers to cause the
provisions of such a form of representative
government, as I have detailed, to be embo-
died in an act of Parliament, to take effect
from the period which I have named, or at
such earlier date, as may for that purpose be
proclaimed by the Governor-in- Chief, if in his
opinion the staté of the colony would justify
him in so doing ;—but npon this latter point
T am anxious not to be considered as holding
out any expeectations which it may not be in
my power to fulfil. G. GrEY,

The Reply, on the motion of Mr. Bell,
was then ordered to be printed.

The CoroniAL SECRETARY gave notice
of the following motion for Tuesday next,
the 26th instant :—

That the Council do resolve itself into a Com-
mittee of the whole Conneil, for the purpose of
taking inte consideration the reply o? His Ex-
cellency the Governor-in-Chief to the address
of the Eegislative Council.

' The standing orders were further consi-
dered, and the rules adopted by the Council.

The Council adjourned at a quarter to
five o’dlock p.m, to Tuesday the 26th in-
stant at 2 o’clock. :

Tuespay, Decemser 26, 1848.
‘ Tesees - Pregent— ’
His Excellency the Governor-in-Chief.
His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor,
and all the Members.
The Council met pursuant to adjournment.
- he Minutes of the last meeting read and
confirmed. .
The CoroNisL SucreTArRY moved the ors
der of the day,

" That this Council do resolve itself into a '

Committee of the ;whole Council, to take inte

consideration the reply of His Exeellency the
Governor-in-Chief to their Address of the 22nd
instant. .

Council in Committee.

Committee, on the motion of Mr. Hickson,
adopted the following report:—

The Committee of the whole Council having
taken into consideration His Excellency’s reply
to their address of the 22nd instant, beg to re-
port that they are of opinion,

That the number of persons summoned by
Her Majesty to the Provincial Council, in ac-
cordance with the third head of His Excellen~
cy’s reply, should never exceed five, that being,
in their opinion, a sufficient number ot persons
;c; ﬁepresent the Government inthe Legislative

ody.

The Committee are not prepared to suggest
any further alterations in the plan proposed by
His Excellency. :

They would recommend the Councit to re-
quest His Excellency to urge Her Majesty’s
advisers to cause the provisions of such a form
of Representative Government to be embodied
in an Act of Parliament, to take effect at-the
périod named, or at such earlier date as may,
for that purpose, be proclaimed by the Gover-
nor-in-Chief, the Committee being convinced
that it is of the greatest importance to the
Islands of New Zealand, that Pepresentative
Institutions should be Introduced at the earliest
practicable date. . :

The Committee adjourned, and their Re-
port was brought up. )

On the motion of the Attorney-General
the Council adopted the Report of the Com-
mittee.

On the motion of Mr. Hickson the Coun-.

cil adopted the following resolution :—

That this Council has much pleasure in ex-
pressing its satisfaction at the exposition, by
His Excellency the Governor-in-Chief, of his
plans for the introduction of Recpresentative
Institutions into New Zealand. .

The Cewneil~wdjeurned at ten minutes
past five, sine die.
. H. S, Harrison,
Clerk of Council.

Colonial Secretary’s Office,
Wellington, 27th December, 1848.

HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVER-

NOR-IN-CHIET has been pleased to
direct the publication of the following Cir-
cular uponthe subject of the late Earthquakes
—which has been addressed to the Govern-
ment Secretaries of the several Australian
Colanies. .

By His Excellency’s Command,
- Avrazp DoMErT,
Colonial Secretary.
(Copy-)
CIREULAR,

Colonial Secretary’s Office,
Wellington, 18th December, 1848.
Sir,~—I have the honor to address you on
a matter, which though somewhat unusual
as the subject of official eorrespondence, you
will probably deem of sufficient importance

®E.




to warrant the request I am directed to
make in connection with it.

An impression appearing to have been
produced in some of the Colonies in the
neighbourhood of New Zealand, that the
consequences of the shocks of earthquake
lately experienced here have been of a much
more severe character than was really the
case, His Excellency the Governor-in-Chief
considers it to be his duty to take every
means in his power to correct that errone-
ous impression, and to diffuse as widely as
possible a knowledge of the actual circum-
stances.

With this object in view, Sir George
Grey directs me to request you will move
His Excellency to be good

enough to give-publicity to the following

facts ;—viz., that the detrimental effects of
the occurrences above alluded to were con-
fined almost entirely to damage done to the
brick buildings and erections in this town
which formed a very small proportion of the
whole ;- that-all- traces-of these effects are
already fast disappearing, and will be very
soon hardly discernible ; that public confi-
dence is completely restored; and that all
commercial and other operations have long

since been resumed and carried on with their

usual activity.

A detailed account of the effects of the
earthquakes, and of the previous state of the
damaged houses, will be found .in a Report
published in the New Zealand Government
Gazette, a copy of which I have the honor
to enclose for the information of His Excel-
lency.

I have the honor to be,
Sir, ’
Your most obedient humble Servant,
AvLereEp Domsiw,
o Colonial Secretary.
The Honorable the Colonial Secretary.

Nore.—For Report™ of Board of Inquiry
referred to in foregoing Circular—vide Go-
vernment Gazette of December 6th, 1848,
No. 23. ’
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NOTICE.

Colonial Secretary’s Office,

Wellington, 26th December, 1848,

IN compliance with the wish of the Scotch

Association for colonizing the Southern

portion of the Middle Island of New Zea-

land, His ExceLLENCY THE GOVERNOR-IN-

Cuier directs it to be notified for general

information, that the site of their present

settlement will, in future, in official cor-

respondence, be designated Oraco instead
of Oraxou, as heretofore.

By His Excellency’s Command,

Avrrep DomEeTT,
Colonial Secretary,

Colonial Secretary’s Office,
Wellington, 26th December, 1848,
HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVER-
NOR-IN-CHIEF has been pleased

‘to appoint

DaNIEL ‘WAKEFIELD, Eéquire,
to be Attorney-General for the Province of

New Munster. The appointment to bear
date the 21st instant.

By His Excellency’s Command,

Avrrrgp DomEeTT,
Colonial Secretary,

Colonial Secretary’s Office,
Wellington, 26th December, 1848.
IS EXCELLENCY THE LIEUTE-
NANT - GOVERNOR has been
pleased to appoint

Mr. Jonn Evisaa SmrrH, .
to be Clerk to the MagiStraver s Welling-
ton. The appointment to take effect from
the 1st proximo.
By his Excellency’s Command,
AvrreEp DOMETT, .
Colonial Secretary.

Printed at the SeEcTaTOR Office.



e e



